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EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY AND MODERN |
EDUCATION SYSTEM

Human education has been based
on technigue since the ancient
time. Teaching and learning is a
process through which a
systematic knowledge achieved to
look at the world brightly. This is the
process through which human
beings conquer the darkness of
ignorance and reach the zenith of
civilization. In the ancient days, the
technique used in education was
without the aid of technology.
Previously, imparting and acquiring
of knowledge was based on natural
teachnique that was associated
with two mediums- teacher and
student by means of talking and
listening along with the assistance
of natural objects as a technique
to enhance the teaching and
learning process more effectively.
In the acient India teaching and
learning process was done in the
Guru Kul where the Guru and his
pupils indulgauged in education
outside in the open area. The Guru
sat on a high platform Where he

Prasnta Pathak
Ex- Student, Bikali College

imparted knowledge to his pupils
who sat close to the platform.
Discipline and silent attention
amidst the serenity of nature were
the natural teachnique by which
education process was
accomplished. Gradually, with the
passage of time this open
educational institution has been
shifted indoor. The teaching and
learning technique has been
developed whithin the class room
atmosphere along with its
necessary equipments like
teacher’s platform table, chair,
blackbord and students’ desks and
benches. This traditional process
is still pervasive and has been
effectuated in our present
education system where modern
educational technologies are out of
reach.

The word education has
been derived from the Latin word "
educare"- a verb form which
suggests "to instruct" or "to lead

forth". Education is a tern which
implies the development of of
power of thinking systematically in
an ever-changing social
environment. Likewise, technology
is a science of techniques and
methods of performing and
accomplishing any process to be
operated systematically and it
becoming related to each field
ranging from arts, science to other
professions. According to John
Leedham (1973), " Educational
teachnology concerns the
systematic use of modern
methood and technologis and
learning. It involves teachers in a
variety of roles, some of which are
traditional, some still emerging."
Therefore, educatioinal technology
has been adopted to flourish the
modern teaching and learning
method competently by which both
the teachers and students get
benefitted. The definition given by
the National Counicil for Education
Technology says,"Educational
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technology means the
development, application and
evaluation of three differnt things:
(1) technique; (!!) systems and (!!!)
aids to improve the process of
human learning."

The purpose of educational
teachnology is to facilitate and
improve the guality of human
learning. It tries to expand the
quantitative and qualitative
improvement of education more
widely available which already has
been in traditional ayatem. Finn
(1968) points out that in a
technologically-oriented society,
education should wed itself to
science and technogoly. Education
cannot separate itself off from the
technology advances. The main
principles of educational technology
include the use of wide sphere of
resources; stressing on
individualized learning; and
emphasizing on systems
approach to education. Educational
technology is a technology in which
the systematic use of scientific
methods can be adopted, planned
and evaluated for the effective
teaching and learning process both

in the formal and non-formal
situations. Earlier educators used
to process the use of audio-visual
aids in the process of teaching in
addition to supplementary aids
such as pictures, charts,maps,
models and various audio-aids.
Gradually, the emphasis shifted to
the employment of costly gadgets
such as video and computers and
now multi-media apporach.
Recently, this technique has
emerged in modern education
system viewing the increasing
number of learners and basing on
the behavioural and psychological
principles of the present education
system. Basically two terms "
software" and " hardware" are
indispensably connected with the
educational technology. Software
are the tangible stimulus items
such as educational films, slides,
programmed materials, etc;
whereas the mechanical
instruments needed for the
projection or display of the software,
such as film projectors, slide
projectors, teaching machines etc.
are known “as hardware.
Educational technology includes a

wider range of hardware, starting
from the chalkbord and the bords
for charts, pictorial illustration,
printed materils etc. upto advanced
mass such as computer and
communication satellites.

Some negative comments
on educational technology have
been brought up by a section of
people. They argue that the use of
educational technology devalue the
sanctity of teaching and learing
system. According to them, it
diminishes the efficiency and
personality of a teacher because the
comprehensive communication
between a teacher and the students
cannot be done by technology. But,
this argument is baseless on this
reason that even when education is
imparted through technology, the
teachers is aétively present there
and he simultaneously performance
his teaching role. Again, the
interaction between a teacher and

-the students becomes more vital

and attractive Since the use of
educational technology brings the
students to a wider world through
the visual aids and high
technological devices.

\




BRIEF IDEAS OF PEASANT REVOLT IN INDIA
DURING THE BRITISH PERIOD

There is lot of controversy among
Scholars regarding the extent of the
peasant rising in India. Barringtom
Moore Jris of the opinion that Inidian
peasant movements have very
weak. He makes a comparison
with the peasant movements in
China and asserts that China
forms" a most instructive contrast
with India, where peasant rebellion
in the premodern period were
relatively rare and completely in
effective and where modernisation
improverished the peasants at
least as much as in China and over
as long a period of time. On the
other hand Kathleen Gough does
not share this view. She asserts
that peasants revolt have in fact
been common both during and
since the British period, every state
of peasant-day India leving
experinced sereval over the past
two handed years. Again Prof.
Bipan Chandro has also admitted
to limited character of the peasant
rising in India during the niniteenth

Bibhuti Kalita (M.A. M. Phil)

Associate professor
Head, Deptt. of History

century.

In understading any study
of the peasant revolt we are greatly
handicapped due to the policity of
the authentic source material.
There are hardly any records of the
details of peasant resistance to the
Brithish colonialism. The things are
futher complicated because most
of the peasant revolts have been
listed as acts of lawessness and
docoity in the official records. Often
they are also described as
communal riots between the major
religious cults or activities of
'criminal castes and tribes', we are
able to get a fair idea about the
various peasant rising during the
British period.

On the basis of the goal,
ideology and methods of
organisation, Gough classfies the
peasant uprising in the following five
categories.

1. Restorative rebellions to drive out
the British and retore earlier rules

and social relations.
vy AT

2. Religious movement for the
liberation of a region or ethnic group

-under a new form of government.

3. Social banditary

4. Terrorist vengeance, with ideas
of meeting out collective justic.

5. Mass insurrections for the
redress of particular grievances.
Spring chage It may be observed
that most of these early peasant
revolts were pre-political in
character and the nationalist
considerations did not play
important role. The peasants
however, wanted to bring about a
new kind of peasant society which
could assure them freedom from
alien rule and popular government.
These revolt also demonstrated
the remarkable organising abilities
capacities of the Indian peasnts.

The Major peasant rising :

1. Santhal Insurretion, 1855.56

2. Indigo cultivators strike, 1860

3. The Bengal Peasant Uprising in
Pabna and Bogra.
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4. The Maratha uprising 1875
5. Peasant uprising in Kerala, 1836
6. Peasant uprising, Assam 1893-94
7. The champaran struggle 1917-
1918
8. Khedo Struggle, 1919
9. Peasant movements in Rae-
Bareilly and Faizabad, 1920-21
10. The Moplah revolt, 1921
11. Vizazg Revolution.

The peasant movement took
a new turn with the formation of the
kisan sabhas in Bangal, Punjab and
U.P. In 1928 provincial Ryots

Association was formed under the
presidenship of B.V. Rotnom in
Andhra Prdesh. The formation of the
workers and peasant party (1926-28)
was the next important step in the
development of peasant movement.
The new party stood for complete
national independence from British
imperialism and a democratic
organisation of any industries and
appropriation of land without any
compensation. In addition to the
krishak sabhas another organisation
of the peasant was also formed ans

was known as Krihsak Proja Party.
As most of the leading
functionaries of the peasant
movement were communists and
the government had banned this
organisation, the kishan movement
virtually went underground. They
come to the fore only after 1942, and
played a heroic role in the August
Rrevolution. Mahatma Gandhi and
the National congress which laid the
foudations for the growth and
familiarized the peasant with the
potent idea of their national unity.

Plants are developed by Cultivationn and man by Education

— Rousseau




GLOBAL WARMING - CAUSES AND EFFECTS

"Global warming will be the great-
est environment challenge in the
21st century."

-Albert Gore.

The most topical issue con-
cerning the human race in this mil-
lennium is the effect of global
warming on the earth and its envi-
rons. It has become a fundamen-
tal threat to all living things, which
could ultimately lead to the end of
existence of the earth itself. This
statement may be shocking but it
is the truth of time that can not be
ignored.

A combination of light and
heat energy from the sun reaches
Earth and warms the land, oceans
and air. When Earth's surface
warms up, it radiates heat which
rises towards the sky. A few gases
in the atmosphere called the green
house gases (water vapour, car-
bon-dioxide, methane, ozone etc.)
absorb this heat and prevent it from
escaping into space, thus warm-
ing Earth.

Miss Runumi Das
T. D. C. 3rd Semester

Globalisation and liberal-
ised economic policies have mo-
bilised state of the art technologies
to the remotest place in the world,
which unfortunately have a devas-
tating effect on the Earth's environ-
ment. The bigger the economic
power, the more is its detrimental
effects to the environment, e.g. the
United States of America dis-
charges maximum Co, into the at-
mosphere. It is point in time to re-
member Gandhiji's exhortation,
"Earth has enough for man's need,
but not for his greed."

Methane is known as an
effective heat trapping agent, as it
can hold five times more heat than
Co,. However due to oxidation it
gives rise to Co, and water vapour
both of which are green house
gases.

Another cause, which is
consistent in the global warming is
the concentration of CFC. It is
mostly produced in the industrial-
ized nations of Europe and North
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America and is being used in a wide
variety of applications ranging from
blowing agent to refrigeration and
as solvent for cleaning electronic
circuitry. This altogether contrib-
utes 20% to the global warming.
The above fact is strong enough to
conclude that the environment deg-
radation is certainly one of the most
terrible off shoots of rampant con-
sumerism.

Global warming effects di-
rectly and indirectly on flora and
fauna including mankind. Although
the ice once covering much of the
nothern hemisphere has retreated,
yet the world's remaining ice-cov-
ers contain enough water to raise
the sea level by over 75 metre. In-
ter government panel for climate
change estimates that the Himala-
yas are retreating at fear provoking
rate by 2035, the entire central and
eastern Himalayan glaciers will be
lost. The raised sea level will
threaten coastal, cities and wet-
land with more frequen flooding;
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toria and the Prince Albert. -

There are the coloured oiled
paitings of Queen Victoria, in the
royal galleries when she was roy-
ally cornated at west minister
Abbegin 1838.

The Memorial hall is the
Largest repository in India for a
visual history of Kolkata. There is a
library with a huge collection of rare
books there in. Some of the books
worth mentioning are the collection
of plays of william Shakespeare.

After this we went to Sci-
ence City, the largest science Cen-
tre in the sub-continent under the
national Council of Science Mu-
seum, It has two parts one is sci-
ence centre and the other is con-
vention centre. In the science cen-
tre complex, there are some part
centres- such as Space odyssey,
Dynamotion, Evolution, Theme
Park and the Science Park etc.
Space Odyssey is the first large
formal film theatre, Theme ma-
chine, 3-D Vision Theatre, Mirror
magic and really amazing, In the
Dynamotion Hall, there are aquaria,
an exposition, an giant robotic in-
sects and a host of interactive ex-
hibition on science.

The next day, we prepared
to go for Santiniketan. Santiniketan
is situated in the small Balpur City.
This city is famous for Noble Award
winner Sri Sri Rabindra Nath
Tagore. Viswa Bharati University is

situated here. Every year, thou-
sands of tourists and students of
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other lands come to see and read
here. This city is also famous for
its history. Arts college of
Santikiketan is still considered one
of the best Art colleges in the world.
Other institution here include Vidya
bhaban, The Institution of Humani-
ties, Shiksha Bhavan, The Institue
of science, Sangit Bhavan, institu-
tion of Education, Rabindra
Bhavan, List of Tagor's Studies and
Research, Palli Siksha Bhavan, In-
stitute of agriculture science etc.
Here are some .ther important
branches (centres) for studies.
Those are Nippon Bhavan, The
Indira Gandhi Centre of National
Integration, Silpa Sadan, Technol-
ogy and Design centre of social
studies and Rural Development
centre of Methematic Education
computer centre etc. Over and
above these, there are some
kingdergarten and pathsala
schools also.

Numerous social and cul-
tural events take place through out
the year. These include Basanta
utsav, barsa utsa, Mangal, Sharod
Utsav, Nandan Mela, Magh Mela,
Rabindra Jayanti etc. which have
become part and parcel of
santiniketan.

There is a prayer hall -,
Upasana Griha made of several
coloured Belgium glasses with
marble steps in 1863. Rabindra
Nath Tagor's father built this. In the
evening candles are litin and out of
the houses and people pray there
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cordially, when every evening can-
dles is lit around the prayer hall and
it wears a magnificient look in flick-
ering light.

| went to write something of
national Library among those
places we visited in Kolkata.

The 'National Library' at
Belvedar in Kolkata is the most fa-
mous and the greatest library of
India. It is under the Ministry of Tour-
ism and culture and under the de-
partment of culture of India's Gowt.
2.2 million books are there in this
library.

This is a description in a nut-
shell about Kolkata we saw. On 6th
July, at dawn we got ready to come
back to Assam. | could not guess
how we spent the last four days in
Kolkata. It was an amazing feeling
for every one. We came to Howra
station in two busses. The time for
the train was 2-30 p.m. At last, we
got into the train merrily. It was a
great exciting moment for me.

Whatever be the pupose of
travelling we derived immense
pleasure from it. It enabled us to
see some important places and to
know people intimately. My out lock
has, to some extent, become
broad. Since travelling is a part and
parcel.of education and brings re-
freshment to our lives, the Gowt.
and the educational institutions
should provide the students with
such facilities, and therefore we
should make it a habit of going
some places at least once a year.



SANTINIKETAN (VISVA- BHARATI)
AN INSTITUTION OF EXCELLENCE

Santiniketan is a famous institution,
where different kind of knowledge
are given. ltis situated in the Balpur
district of West Bengal.
Santiniketan is also known as
Visva-Bharati, It was founded by
Gurudev Rabindra Nath Tagore and
was formally inaugurated in De-
cember 1921. After the death of
Rabindra Nath Tagore, it became
a central University in 1951.
Rathindra Nath Tagore, the poet's
son.M.k Gandhi and Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru played significant
roles in its becoming a Central Uni-
versity. Nehru was its first Chan-
cellor and Rabindra Nath first Vice-
Chancellor.

Maharshi Devendranath
Togore, the poet's, father bought
from the Sinhas of Raipur a plot of
land measuring 20 bighas and
there he founded his Ashram, which
eventually evolved into the seat of
a great educational institution.
Some of the great persons visit to
Santiniketan are M.k Gandhi,

Sangita Roy
T.D.C 3rd year

Subhash Chandra Bose C.F.
Andreas, Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, W. W. Pearson and L.K.
Elmhirst.

There are differrent part of
Santiniketan where different types
of education are given to the stu-
dents coming from different parts
of the country and abroad. Differ-
ent types of programme are also
held here. Some of them are as
quoted below.

Sangeet Bhavan : It is a double
storied building with a stage for the
public performance by the students
of the department. Attached to this
housing there is a studio. A branch
of All India Radio, which sometimes
directly broadcasts programmes of
the university.

Natyaghar : A spacious auditoriam
used for various purpose like hold-
ing some annual festivals of the
university or holding meetings and
conference.

Singha Sadana : This is a building

with a clock tower. Just below the
tower there is bell which in a rou-
tine manner indicates the times for
various parts of the day. In 1940,
Rabindranath Tagore was confered
the D. Litt. degree in this hall by the
Oxford university.

Malancha :- It is a publication de-
partment of the University and the
upper floor is used as guest house
for visitors from abroad.

Kola Bhawan :- In the indoor gal-
lery as well as outdoor spaces
there are various arts drawn by the
masters of the past.

Black House :- A cottage painted
with tar, which is a hostel for the
students of Kola Bhawan.

The Central Office :- This build-
ing provides space for all the offices
and sections of the administration
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of the university and all cash trans-
actions also take place here. The
university and all its departments
remain closed on Wednesday and
works between ten and seventeen
hours on all other days of the week.

Benukunja :- On the southern side
of the road a thatched cottage re-
ferred to as Benukunja. When
Rathindranath along with his newly
married bride came to Santiniketan,
this was the house they were of-
fered to live in. It is now used for
official purposes of the University.

The Palm Flag Cottage :- It is a
circular mud-hut flagged by the top
of a palm tree. This cottage houses
the handicraft workshop,an asso-
ciation of the ladies of the commu-
nity. Besides all these is a prayer
hall, where prayer is held every
wednesday morning which in a way
recollects the day of the week on
which the Brahmasaj was founded.
There is a library for students of the
school section also. Inside

Santiniketan there is also a hospi-
tal in the name of Pearson Medical

_Hospital with facilities for students

and employees. There is a large
mango-grove, in it there is a plat-
form where the annual convocation
of the University is held. In the
spaces around the platform on
small clusters, classes of the
school section are held.

In Santiniketan different
types of festival are also observed.
Tuesday is half holiday and
Wednesday is ful’ holiay. Besides
these Visva Bharati remains closed
on regional and political holidays.
Students from different parts of the
country come here and take ad-
mission in different categories of
education as mention below.

1. Patha Bhawan : From class | to
Class X standard (Bengali Me-
dium)
2. Siksha Satra :- From Class | to
Class X Standard ( Bengali Me-
dium)

3. Uttar Siksha Sadana : From
Calss X to class Xll standard, Art
or Humanities (Bengali Medium)
4. Vidya Bhawan :- B.A. (Hons)/
M.A./Ph.D)

5. Kala Bhavan :- B. Fine, M. Fine,
Diploma Course, certificate
course.

6. Sangeet Bhawan : B. Music, M.
Music, Diploma Course.

7. Siksha Bhawan :- B.Sc (Hons)/
M.Sc, Ph.D) (Science stream)

8. Vinay Bhawan :- B.Ed, M.Ed

9. P.S.B. (Agri college) :- B.Sc Ag-
riculture, MSc Agriculture.

10. Silpa Sadana ;- Gramin Unayan
Siksha Kendra, Furniture Technol-
ogy, Textile Technology, Pottery
Technology.

11. Social work :- B.S.W., M.S.W.
12. Siksha Charcha :- Primary
teacher Training Centre.

13. Palli Charcha Kendra ;- M.A/
M.Sc. (Two year course)

Sub: Anthropology

M.A. (two year course)

Sub :- Rural Life Research Centre.
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Quality Culture in Higher Education : Perspectives on Glo-
| | bal Quality Assurance System

The word ‘education’ is derived

from ‘educare’ which means the.

enhancement of - learner's
personality through values.
. Education, “particularly the higher
education is a continuous process
of attaining new knowledge to
sustain life through temporal and
spatial dimensions. Education has
twin role as processor of knowledge
" and programmer of the life that has
‘widened 2 .. its
function(Soundararaj,2004).
Education in general and higher
education in particular, is
considered as one of the most vital
factors of the development of a
. dynamic transnational economy.
Higher -educational institutions

represent meaningful symbol of

- intellectual, economical, cultural and
\ social life of the community in
general. These institutions are the
object of great public and private
investment and therefore have great
" expectation  thrust - upon
them(Ker[,1983). The higher
‘education according to Ronald

Dr. M. Gopal Singha
Associate Professor& Head
Deptt. Of Geography

Barnett(1992) have four distinctive
concepts. They are :

(i) higher education may be
considered as the production of
qualified human resources. It is a
view wherein the process of higher
education which involves production
of students, is being considered as
‘products’ like that of industrial
goods;

(i)  higher education is
considered as training for research
oriented careers. In this process
researchers and scientists would
develop their frontiers of knowledge
‘and contribute to the society;

" (i) higher education is a
managerial activity of teaching
profession. In this view, the teaching

‘is considered as a educational

institutions and

(iv) Higher education s
considered as an opportunity to
develop individual level of
development wherein, there are
chances to participate and foster
developmental role of oneself

through thé continuous process of

-education.

The present day world is now
increasingly knowledge oriented. In
order to meet the constant demand
of qualified and skilled warkers,
there is need to expand higher
education. In the wake of
globalization, higher education in
particular has rapidly'_bee_n
expanded. This rapid expansion of
higher education has resulted into
the creation- of more and more
diverse ranges of higher education
providers. There are a wide mode
of organizations including public and
private institutions, distance
education, virtual educational
institutions world over. ’

The quantitative growth of higher
educational institutions has led to an
increasing trend of academic fraud
which may be termed as 'bogus
institutions’, ‘diploma mills’ etc.,
which have fake credentials. This
situation is alarming in global and
national contexts. In order to cope -
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with the problem, there is emerging
need for setting up of quality
assurance mechanism so as to
bring forth trustworthy institutions
which can ensure quality higher
education. Such quality assurance
mechanism is supposed to ensure
continuous quality control and
gradual improvement in standard of
the institutions.

Quality assurance in present day
higher education has almost
become a mandatory to improve in
competitive global educational
scenario. Quality in higher
education is a holistic concept.
Quality in professional or business
pariznce is an utmost important
aspect so as to create a distinct
brand of the institution. It is therefore,
necessary to know the inherent
meaning of quality. It is the
customer’s personal perception of
perfection. Elton (1992) asserts that
accountability, audit and
assessment are the parameters of
quality and that they are concerned
with the control of quality and the
people who control quality.
MacDonald and Piggot (1990)
defines quality ‘As delighting the
customer by continuous meeting
and improvement upon agreed
requirements.’ According to British
Standard Institution (BSI,1991)
quality is * the totality of features and
characteristics of a product or
service that bears on its ability to
satisfy stated or implied needs.’

Quality culture can be brought
about by fulfilling a number of factors
which are highly essential for a

higher educational institution. They
are outlined as follows:

(i) Recognition of need of for
quality assurance system;

(i) Sustaining
academic environment;

healthy

(i) Clarity of academic and
community commitments;

(iv) Emphasis on students core
values;

(v) Top-down and bottom —up
management practices;

(vi) Transparent management
system;

(vii) Inspiring leadership;

(vii) Encouragement for

innovative ideas;

(ix) Continuous process for
academic audit and

(x) Constant efforts for
improving overall environment.

Quality Management can be
divided into four hierarchy. They are
- i) Total Quality Management; ii)
Quality Assurance System:; iii)
Quality Control and iv) Inspection.

Quality Assurance System:

mechanism and accreditation of
institutions. No quality achievement
can be brought about without quality
assurance system.

During the last decade and more
about half of the countries of the
world have so far undertaken quality
assurance mechanism. In higher
education, External Quality
Assurance (EQA) has become a
world wide mechanism of quality
sustenance. It is the action of an
external quality assurance agency,
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which assesses the functioning of
institution or its programme, as to
ascertain whether the institution or
the programme concerned has
been able to meet the expected
standards. Internal Quality
Assurance (IQA) on the other refers
to the quality mechanisms which
are operational in an institution orin
a programme and also to self
whether such
mechanisms can be able to fulfill the
desired standard being set in the
institution or programme. Both the
EQA and IQA are complementaryto
each other.

Structure and Function of IQA:

Internal Quality Assurance
mechanism has certain structure
and functions, such as- i) to
undertake self-study processes, ii)
to support teaching —learning
processes and iii) to support
structure of programme reviews.

Objectives of Quality Assurance
System:

Quality assurance has two
broad objectives: such as i)
Accountability; and i) Improvement.

Accountability is related to the
processes involve in assessing
whether the fequired standard are
therein the institution ol
programme. Improvement on the
other, is thre quality improvemen
processes to help identifying suct
as the strengths and weaknesse:
of the institution as well as the
academic facilities available.

Role of IQA in quality sustenance
of higher educational institutions:
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Internal Quality Assurance
mechanism plays a catalytic role in
fostering quality culture in higher
educational institutions IQA plays as
an instrumental role for self- study
of the institution with the guiding
principals:

i) Creating institutional
mission and vision;

ii) Setting of goals

iiiy Emergence of leaderships;

iv) Involvement of academic
community in institutional
development;

v) Setting up of internal co-
ordination mechanism etc.

This helps in establishing a
and

number of academic
infrastructural development
committees.

Quality assurance can be
brought about by the process of self-
evaluation or self-study and external
quality monitoring.

There are certain tools through
which quality may be ensured. They
are i) Analytic tools and ii) Facilitation
tools. .

International status of Quality
Assurance:

Quality assurance has been
evolved as a mechanism
throughout the globe. Different
countries have developed quality
assurance mechanisms or models
for their higher education based on
their structure of education. As there
are different systems of quality
assurance and accreditation, there
is also emerging need for regional
and international co-operation. This
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has led to the establishment of
international network of quality
assurance agencies. The
International Network of Quality
Assurance Agencies in Higher
Education was established in 1991.

Quality Assurance and

Accreditationin U.S.A:

In the United States, quality
assurance in higher education is
practiced through the process of
accreditation. Such accreditation
practice is exclusively handled by
private and specific organizations
especially established for the
purpose. The external quality
monitoring system is the method of
quality assurance in USA. The
United States founded the
Commission on Accreditation
(COA) for the fist time in 1849. This
was followed by the creation of
Council on Post Secondary
Accreditation (COPA) in 1974 as a
joint co-ordination of COA and the
Federation of Regional Accreditation
Commission of Higher Education
(FRACHE). Yet again the creation
of Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (CHEA) as an agency
to carry out the recognition function.

In U S the period of accreditation
status under CHEA is valid upto 10
years. But in case of accrediting
organization like United States
Department of Education (USDE)
the review takes place every five
years like that of Naticnal
Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) in India.

‘There are five important
parameters of accreditation

process in USA. They are as
follows:

i)Preparation of Self-Study
Report by aninstitution base on the
criterion set by accrediting body is
mandatory.

ii)Peer review is done by a group
of peers on the self —study report.

iii)Visit to the institution by the
peer team to validate the self —study
report.

iv) The accreditation agency on
the basis of their peer team decision

“either confers accreditation grade

point or rejects accreditation.

i) - Institutions and programme
need to be reviewed within the

" stipulated time for re-accreditation.

United Kingdom:

The establishment of quality
assurance agency for higher
education in 1997 in U.K. as a.
centralized independent body
funded by universities and colleges
had heralded the quality assurance
mechanism in United Kingdom. The
QAA is supposed to provide quality
assurance, standards and quality
within the higher education as to
safeguard and enhance quality.

It is stated in the white paper of
the U.K. Government (UKDES,
2003) that “the QAA has performed
an important role in assuring
academic quality. and standards in
higher education. Through its
assessment of teaching in subject
reviews, it has been instrumental in
defining standards for teaching and
enabling poor provision to be
identified and eliminated.”
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* In UK., the quality assurance is
of two phases, such as i)
institutional audit and ii) subject
review. The cycle of quality
assurance status is of six years.
The process involves a detailed and
comprehensive study of the internal
quality assurance systems of the
institution, report review by the peer
and institutional visit for audit. The
avaluation and accreditation status
are expressed by the team as ‘broad
confidence’, ‘limited confidence’ or
‘no confidence'.

Australia;

The quality assurance system in
Australia has a distinctive
characteristics. The universities and
higher educational institutions in
Australia are self- accrediting
bodies. The different processes like
formal, cyclicasl reviews by external
assessors, evaluation of
programmes and organizational
units. It may be mentioned that the
Australian Universities Quality
Assurance Agency was established
in 2000 by the Ministrial Council on
Education, Training and Youth Affairs
(MCETYA). h

The quality assurance process
in Australia follows a system of
periodic audits of quality assurance
relating to universities, State and
Territorry higher educational
institutions and accrediting bodies.
In the process of audit, the
concerned university or institution is
to take action on the audit report.
As the quality assurance or the audit
report is the basis of funding by the
Commonwealth or relevant state or

territory governments, failure to
address the recommendation could
lead to reduction of fund.

European Association for Quality
(ENQA)

ration gave emphasis on quality
assurance of higher educational
institutions in European Union. Such
system envisages a common
criteria for mobility of students, teach
the European Union,

Asia-Pacific Quality -Network
(APQN)

The Asia -pacific Quality
Network(APQN) is a network of
quality assurance agencies in the
Asia —Pacific region established in
Hongkong in 2003. The objectives
of such network are i) to promote
quality assurance mechanism for
quality higher education in the Asia-
Pacific region and ii) to facilitate
research into the practice of quality
management in higher education
and its effectiveness in improving
the quality of higher education in
Asia-Pacific region.

. International comparison in
Quality Assurance

The method of accreditation in
USA is similar to a certain extend
accept a few differences with that
of assessment and accreditation
praé:tices prevalentin India under the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council(NAAC). In
USA accreditation in an institution or
programme is either given or
denied. There is no grading/ ranking
or score system. The accreditation
system is also two tierin US wherein

for institution or subject specific/
professional accreditation besides
regional, national and specialized
bodies it is required to get regular
recognition from USDE or CHEA.

The method of quality assurance
system in United Kingdom is similar
to India in conceptual framework
whereas, the reporting and criterion

* details have differences.

~ The comparison of Australian
quality assurance process with
other countries like USA, UK and
India reveals glaring differences in °
the system approach. In Australia
quality audit is done by AUQAwhich -
is a central body and also by the
state and territorial accreditation
bodies. The AUQA undertakes the
internal quality assurance process
of the audited institution. No grading”
system is followed but the audit
review includes ‘commendable
practices’ and ‘Areas of
impravement’, etc.

Indian Quality Assurance System
Context )

In India, the burgeoning higher
educational institutions with
substandard credentials have
weakened the higher education. In
order to prevent the situation the
‘National Policy on Education ‘ was
framed in 1986 so as to ensure
excellence in educational standard.
This was followed by setting up of
an National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) in
September, 1994 an autonomous
institution of the University Grants
Commission. This has heralded to




" such as university, Autonomous
collegefinstitution and-Affiliated/
constituent colleges.

initiate the mechanism of quality
culture amongst the higher
educational institutions in the
country.

The quality assurance
mechanism under the NAAC
involves a four-phase process for
assessment and accreditation of
universities/ institutions or
programme/ department. They are
as follow:

i) Nationally designed criteria for
assessment;

i) Self-study of the institution;

i) Peer team visit;

iv) Final decision by Executive
committee of NAAC in Bangalore,
Karnataka.

The NAAC has formulated seven
criteria for assessment procedure.
Each criterion has different key
aspects with a number of
assessment indicators. A total of 36-
key aspects are used through the
seven criteria. The key aspect quality
data are aggregated together to find
out the criterion-wise quality profiles
along with the institutional profile.
The NAAC has changed the Grading
system from the earlier 9 point Scale
to 3 letter Grades, such as A,B,and
C. In new system, the institutional
scoring pattern has been shifted to
Cumulative Grade Point Average
(CGPA) with a 4 point scale from the
earlier percentage scale. The NAAC
has categorized different weight age
for three types of institutions in India

Criteria for assessment:
The NAAC has formulated seven

criteria consisting of differential key
aspects, Viz.-

vi)

vii)

Criteria:Number of Key-aspects:
Curriculum Aspects 8
Teaching-Learning and

Evaluation

Research, Consultancy and
Extension:

Infrastructure and Learning
Resources 6
Student  Support and
progression 4

Governance and Leadership

Innovative practices 3
While undertaking assessment

and accreditation process of an
institution, it is expected that the

sel

f-study report analyzing all the

criteria is supposed to highlight the
functioning of the institution. The
Self-Study to be prepared is divided
into two parts- 1) institutional data
and Il) Evaluative report. The
institutional data consisting of
a)Profile of the institution, b)
Criterion- wise inputs and ¢) profile

of

the departments and the

evaluative report which consists of

a)

Executive Summary and b)

Criterion-wise evaluative report. The
Self-study report is the most

important part of the assessment
process wherein the institution can
highlight the practices to identify its
own strengths and weaknesses.
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