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S0 Years of Bikali Mouza Unnayan Somittee

The eve of pre-independent India was marked by
a massive awakening of social, cultural and economic
transformation of the society. The zeal for socio-
economic change by self-efforts was germinated during
the freedom movement and it accelerated from the
beginning of planning era. The urge to compensate the
developmental pursuits in the fields of literature, culture,
sports, etc., that were supposed to be excluded from
the developmental agenda by the then infant Five Year
Plans, spontaneously gave birth to several public bodies
everywhere in the country. The spirit of these voluntary
organizations was to exert joint efforts to make an
impact for de_veioping the social, cultural and sports
domain including the enhancement of social harmony
among the diverse sectio_ﬁs of the society. Consequently,
these public bodies evolved as influential sources for
boosting social, cultural and educational awakening
which in turn - made a huge impact on the overall socio-
economic development of the nation. After formation
of such voluntary public bodies, they came to the realm
of legitimate registration through the provision under
Society’s Registration Act, 1860. Now, many of these
voluntary public bodies seems to possess the features
of Non-governmental Organization (NGO) as conceived
by the UNO. In the context of NGOs, their emergence
and the tempo of social works rendered by them, this
write-up seeks to retrospect one of them. Such an NGO,
Bikali MouzaUnnayanSomittee at Dhupdhara in the
easternmost part of Goalpara' district, is now at the
threshold to complete half-a century of its active
existence during the month.of October, 2017. On the
occasion of completion of its 50 years, it resolved to
celebrate Golden Jubilee with a month-long programme

Dr. Abdul Haque Ahmed
HoD & Associate Professor, Economics

from 12th September to 12th October, 2017.
The desire for socio-economic transition of rural

'masses at Dhupdhara and its adjacent villages, that

wasonce known as one of the backward areas like many
other parts of the state, gave birth to a number of public
bodies such as clubs, literary bodies, cultural and sports
units. Involvement in specific line of activities with
limited scope in and around Dhupdhara necessitated a
more inclusive and extensive yvoluntary body to cover
the developmental aspirations in multiple fields which
were considered basics for socio-economic
t'rarisition.Resultantly, the B.ik'ali Mouza Unnayan
Somittee took birth in 1967 as an outcome of self-less
services and enumerable sacrifices of the forefathers
of the present generation in the area. The name of the
NGO signifies one of the historic glimpses of the district
that was under the zamindary system for a long time
till the middle of the first decade of the planning period.
It was named after a term “Bikali Dihi”, the then revenue
collection center quartered at the viflagc Dhupdhara in
the erstwhile Purb-Dwar in HabraghatParagana under
the Bijni Raj Estate. The surrounding 52 villages of
Dhupdhara inhabited by a number of communities such
as Rabha, Bodo, Garo, Koch Rajbangshi, Jogi, Kaibarta,
Muslim, etc. came together under the single umbrella
of ‘the NGO. The weekly hat (market) at Dhupdhara
which is situated on both sides of the NH 37, bordered
byKamrup rural__‘district in the East and North,
Meghalaya in the South and remaining parts of Goalpara
in the West is considered as the center blace by the
villagers and they regard it as the thread of integrity
and unity in diversity. Since its inception, the NGO has

been retaining the principle of‘u)nity in diversity for

Yo
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which it resembles a model of Mini India. The NGO
has become the heart and soul of the communities for
caring the thrust areas and for rendering services to
improve the developmental avenues. To avoid
contradiction from the part of the legacy of its works,
the NGO acquired registration under the provisions of
the government.

Although the basic goal of unification and
establishment of the NGO was to initiate the
development of the historic weekly hat at Dhupdhara
and topossess improved connectivity via the NH 37, its
activities began to expand to diversified directions
pertaining to socio-economic overheads. The
contemporary expansion of money economy, increased
marketable surpluses of agriculture, horticulture,
sericulture, animal husbandry and minor forest prdducté
along with the advantages converged to this commercial
place, the NGO has been receiving opportunities of
market expansion and devoting its efforts to efficient
market management. The benefits received through the
market management are used for the developmental
activities of the market itself and for other holistic socio-
economic services after remittance of the government
dues. The development of commercial center through
the market management has spread effects that paved
the ways for catering the development of education,
connectivity, cultural aspects, sports, health facilities,

“etc. in and around the locality.

Since its inception, the NGO has been found to
adhere to its basic principle of non-political, not for
profit but to sustain for enhancing social harmony and
development of member villages. Accordingly, the
activities are performed which have resemblance to the
welfare activities of a welfare state government. This
august NGO now, is at the eve of completion of glorious
50 years of proud and active participation in social
works. It is now at a doldrums to retrospect of the past
activities and seeks to celebrate a festive golden jubilee
with a month long colourful programs.

The NGO is functioning by a triennial executive

committee which is formed in a blending process of
indirect and direct voting. The members of village somayj

within the jurisdiction of the NGO elect directly the
village representatives who are regarded as executive
members of the NGO. The household heads of the
village somaj numbering to about 25000 are general
members of the NGO who elect the executive members
but do not vote to elect the office bearers of the executive
committee. The first meeting of the elected executive
members directly elect office bearers like president, vice
president, secretary, assistant secretary, etc. to work for
a term of three years. The executive members
representing their villages can raise any issue relating
to peace, social harmony, village requirements, etc. in
the meetings of the executive committee. Accordingly,
the NGO adopts policy perspectives and strategies to
address the issues either by its own capacity or it tries
to knock the door of the respective authority of the
government.

The functioning of the NGO is appreciable for its
strategies of action and its efficient management of
resources. In addition to the development strategies of
the market places in two parts adjacent to the
agglomerating center — Dhupdhara, it extends activities
for improvement of important socio-economic avenues
of the member villages. The NGO has so far experienced
a colossal of success in the process of peace making,
social harmony along with improving facilities for
education, connectivity, culture, health services, sports,
etc. Presently,it has enabled to place itself in a high
position of honour among the masses of the locality.
The area being mostly agrarian in character and
conducive for horticulture, sericulture, plantation crops
and livestock, its strategic actions revolved largely
around the development of marketing and related

facilities. Its continuous endeavours have turned the

inarket place into two spacious parts measuring about
60000 meter square equipped ‘with permanent sheds
suited to-all weather. The weekly hat under the
supervision of the NGO sits for two days per week, for
banana and other horticultural product sale on Sunday
and for other merchandise on Monday. Besides
plantation crops like bamboo, thatches, and firewood
and minor forest products are sold on the remaining
days of the week.
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The farmers of the locality have been enjoying
marketing facilities provided by the NGO for disposing
their surplus products; thereby they have been able to
earn cash income. In addition to market development
services, the NGO involves in the improvement of other
social, cultural and sports avenues. To create social
avenues, the NGO has given first priority to the
development of educational facilities in primary,
secondary and higher sections in the locality. Since its
inception, it has been supporting a number of venture
LP, ME, High Schools and College. The supports still
have been providing by the NGO to 10 LP schools, 4
High Schools, few teachers of Hindi and Boro, science
and arts streams of Bikali College, and annual packages
to meritorious poor students. It is worth mentioning that
the NGO initiated the establishment of a higher
educational institution to meet the need of rural learners
of the locality. Strive for establishing Bikali College at
Dhupdhara got materialized after a decade and it came
into being in 1982. The NGO has not left any stone
unturned to make its dream of establishing the Bikali
College at Dhupdhara. Even after the undertaking of
the arts stream of the college by the government in 1992,
the NGO still has been supporting the commerce and
the science stream which are yet to be taken over by the
government. The NGO believes that education is the
root of transition of a society and it uses to allocate
about 30 per cent of its annual budget for educational
development in its jurisdiction. It initiates activities for
improvement of connectivity, so it provides supports to
the development of village roads, construct culverts and
footbridges up to its capacity so as to improve linkage
among the villages, to NH 37 and to the center place
Dhupdhara. Beyond its capacity to deal with regards to
connectivity, it approaches to the concerned authority
with appeal to look after the matters. The NGO is well
conscious about the improvement of health services in
and around the locality. Besides providing linkage
services between the public and the government in
regards to health services, it provides an ambulance
service and construct rest rooms near the health centers

in the area on its own venture. It is credited for
communicative services for establishing the 30 bedded
Model Hospital at Dhupdhara. In regards to facilitate
financial avenues, the NGO rendered restless
communicative services to establish bank branches in
the area. Resultantly, the area is credited with 4 branches
of commercial bank branches along with a branch of
SBI which has been accommodated in its own house
building.The socio-cultural pursuits of various
communities in the localityare being encouraged
through different holistic activities of the NGO.
Although it is non-institutional, the NGO provides
consultancy along with supports for development of
ethnic traditions and culture of the communities in the
area. Besides, it provides supports to the development
of the talents in games and sports to the youths of the
locality. It acts the role of guardian of the Bikali Sports
Association an affiliated Sports unit of Goalpara District
Sports Association that has the same jurisdiction as the
NGO.

The persisting strive for development of the Bikali
area, the NGO so far performed multifaceted activities
that are associated with materializing basic requirements
for socio-economic transition. It consciously tries to
exert its activities to expand earning avenues by market
development, render catalytic services to improve
academic, cultural, financial facilities and sports
pursuits, etc. to change the living standards of people
of the area. Despite the limitations of an organization,
the inherited morality, willingness to change by dint of
own ufforts, strong determination to achieve common
goal and efticiency in management enabled the NGO
to sustain with dedication. Therefore, a strong belief
prevails in the minds of masses of the area that the Bikali
MouzaUnnayanSomittee has been playing a parental
role alike a semi government. In the midst of the golden
jubilee celebration of the NGO peoples’ aspirations
should be cared of besides the retrospect of past
triumphs. It must sustain its principle and the holistic
approaches despite the challenges impending out of
diversity in thinking in coming days.
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Kafka’s The Metamorphosis: An Analysis

The German novella Die Verwandling later
translated into English as The Metamorphosis is written
by Franz Kafka. It was written in 1923 and first
published in 1915. Like most of Kafka’s works, this

“story has been given a psycﬁological interpretion by
most critics and reviewers.

It can be clearly understood from his A Letter to
a Father about the strained relation that he had with his
father and how even as an adult he was shadowed by
the fear of his father and how his father;s opinion
mattered in all aspectsof his life. This father complex is
cearly reflected in the story. However, if we divulge
deep into the story it can be concluded that Grogor was
being backstabbed by his sister and it is her and not his

father who should be considered the cruelest person in

‘the story.

On reading the story most of the readers related
the term metamorphosis to the transformation of Gregor

< into an insect but critic Volker Driike believes that the

crucial metamorphosis in the story is that of Grete. She
is the character the title is directed at. Gregor’s
, metamiorphosis is follow‘ca.by_ him languishing and
ultimately dying. Grete, by contrast, has matured as a
result of the new family circomstances and assumed
respongibility. In the end - after the brother’s death —
the parents also notice that their daughter, “who was
getting more animated all the time, had blossomed [...]
into a beautiful and voluptuous young woman”, and
want to look for a partner for her. From this standpoint,
Grete’s transition, her metamorphosis from a girl intoa

Dr Monalisha Roychaudhury
HoD, Dept. of English

woman, can be treated as the subtextual theme of the
story. ' '

Most of Kafka’s writings relate to incidents from
his own life especially how his relationship with his
father affected his own life. The affect clearly reflects
in his work. In Metamorphosis Kafka uses symbolism
through which the readers can figure out the feelings
and thoughts that were going on in his head. Gregor
was given all importance till he could work and earn
for the family. Grogor had the responsibility of paying
off the family debt for which he was forced to work
hard. His father had no respect for him and never
acknowledged his struggle. He was burdened with
demands both in personal and professional life. Kafka
transforms Gregor into an insect: Soon he becomes an
burden for.the family and is killed by the father.

In real life Kafka had a troubled relationship with
his father. His father forced him to become a lawyer
whereas he wanted to become a writer. He could not
protest and became a lawyer against his will. In the story
too, Gregor's life is dictated by his father and the
demands of the family. Kafka's idea of transforming
Gregor into an insect, which is considered a low
creature, a pest, symbolizes his own poor self image
and the depression he was going through. -

"The story can be looked into from standpoint of
Freudian psychologocal theories. It can be considered
as the writer’s autobiography. The inner world of Gregor
can be paralleled with the unconcious world of Kafka.
Freud defined the unconscious as a world in which our
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suppressed wills, feelings, horrors, drives and conflicts
are hold. The transformation of Gregor Samsa, a
saleman into a bug, hidden by the family from the
outside world and being killed due to an apple thrown
by his father is nothing less than preojection of Kafka’s
own life. His tyrannical father brought up his son Franz
in such a way that he was always filled with a feeling of
terror and anger. This resulted in his lack of self
confidence which can be seen depicted in almost all his
works. He suffered from a sense of guilt ever since his

childhood and he holds his father responsible for it,

This has been clearly mentioned in his letter to his father.

Gregory Samsa, the central character of The
Metamorphosis represents Franz Kafka himself.
Gregory Samsa, like most of Kafka’s antihero, live in a
situation which is called “Kafkaesque”, a nightmarish
situation which is full of terror, horror and angst. This
situation reminds the reader of the condition that Kafka
himself experienced in his whole life. The
Metamorphosis is 2 symbolic presentation of Gregor's
unconscious world.

According to Freud, our mind consists of two
parts: conscious and unconscious. He demonstrated that
our suppressed: wills, feelings, horrors, drives, conflicts
and even memories are hold in unconscious part of our
psyche.

The Metamorphosis is, in fact, a representation
of Kafka’s own life. Kafka’s inadequacy about his
sexuality is represented in Gregor’s personality. Gregor
didn’t marry and in the story ther@; is nothing about his
relationship with any woman.

Kafka's father wé\s tyrannical, his mother,
however dominated by her husband, loved her children
passionately. The good relationship between Kafka and
his mother is looked upon jealously by his powerful
father. So, he had always showed his power to him and
frightened him with his tyrannical authority which
symbolically represents the threat of castration. Kafka,

in this case, in the letter to his father addressed him and
while referring to the differences between them noted
that they were too dangerous to each other.

Kafka, in comparison to his father, felt weak
which results from his father’s repression, so he believed
that marriage is just for his father and is dominated by
him. That’s why Kafka felt marriage is forbidden for
him. The Image of Father was considered as a symbol
of God and rule. He found God in the light of his father.
This identification of father with God, as Freud referred
to in his theories, is symbolically repeated during The
Metamorphosis. In this sense, Gregor’s tragic death by
his father in the last part reminds us of expulsion of
Adam and Eve from paradise. Adam and Eve were
descended ﬁ'.om heaven by God as a punishment because
of eating apple, the forbidden fruit. Gregor’s death was,
also a result of the apple which was thrown by his father
as a punishment. Therefore, Kafka in The
Metamorphosis, portraits a picture of father who, like
his God, punish and don’t show mercy.

The Sense of Guilt in Freud’s Psychology in his
model of human psyche, Freud, “divided the psyche
into three parts: the id, ego and superego”. According
to him, superego is “the moral censaring agency, the
repository of conscience and pride™ and “‘representation
of all moral restrictions, the advocate of impulse toward
perfection”. Kafka’s father, in this sense, symbolically
presents the super ego that repressed Kafka’s derives.
Freud suggested that the super ego is revealed through
punishment. Being so active, it can create a sense of
guilt in the individual. This sense of guilt is clear in
Kafka’s own life. He has been suffering from a sense
of guilt, since he was a child, which is the result of his
lack of self confidence and he noted that this is his father
who is responsible for these all. Gregor, in the
metamorphosis, (ransforms into a big insect and
symbolically euers into his anconscious world where
the repressed desires and thoughts and images were
hold. Metaphorically, this big insect is considered to as
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Gregor’s repressed desires which are showed in
disguised form. In this sense. Gregor's transferring into
an insect and therefore his interring into an unconscious
world is an escape of oppressive tyranny and cruel
restraints of the father, superego. As a result, he is guilty
in his father’s eye and should be punished. So, in the
last part of the story, his father throws an apple toward
him as a punishment which causes his death and
symbolically his entering into conscious world.

Kafka was in fact a follower of Freudian
psychology. In his letter to his father which is consider
as his autobiography, one can recognize depiction of
some Freudian theories such as Oedipus complex. As a
whole, in The Metamorphosis like most of his works,
Kafka depicts his major idea that there is only one illness
in man and it is his own existence and the only cure for
it is death. So, we see in The Metamorphosis, after his

terrible metamorphosis, Gregor wish his death which
would make him free from his bonded life.
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‘I alone can not change the world, but I can cast a

stone across the water to create many ripples’
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